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OUR MISSION

WELCOMEThe Moving Picture Institute is a production company 

and talent incubator that creates high-impact films 

designed to entertain, inspire, and educate audiences 

with captivating stories about human freedom. 

Dear friends,

2022 was an amazing year for the Moving Picture Institute (MPI). 

Our two core programs—MPI Original Films and the Rising Filmmaker 

Program (RFP)—are having a significant impact promoting human 

freedom through film, as you will see detailed in this report. 

MPI Original Films completed post-production on Pinball, a full-

length narrative feature, and Project Home, a feature-length documentary. We wrapped 

principal photography on two new narrative features Freedom Hair and Kemba, as well as a 

short documentary, A Clean Slate. MPI films screened at over 40 prestigious festivals across 

the country and abroad. Our two most recently completed films Pinball and Project Home have 

secured distribution deals and will be released in 2023.

When it comes to the filmmakers we train in RFP, we offer the experience and tools needed  

to succeed in Hollywood. In 2022, our programs served 52 filmmakers. Our RFP alum earn 

positions of influence, and we are building a network of like-minded professionals in the 

entertainment industry.

This report shows the way our two core programs complement and build upon each other—and 

the impact of our programs in the past year. We couldn’t have done it without our supporters. 

Thank you for your continued belief in our mission.

Sincerely, 

Rob Pfaltzgraff

President & Producer
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The MPI Original Film Pinball: The Man Who Saved the Game 
dazzled audiences and critics alike at prestigious film fes-
tivals in the US and abroad and is now available to watch in 
select theaters and from the comfort of home on popular 
streaming platforms. 

Pinball had its world premiere on October 8 at the highly se-
lective Hamptons International Film Festival and has gone 
on to screen at over a dozen prominent film festivals—rak-
ing in top awards including Overall Audience Choice Award 
at the Heartland International Film Festival, Audience Award 
for Best Narrative Film at the Three Rivers Film Festival, and 
Best Narrative Film at the SCAD Savannah Film Festival. 

Starring Mike Faist (Steven Spielberg’s West Side Story), 
Crystal Reed (Teen Wolf, Gotham), and Dennis Boutsikaris 
(Better Call Saul, Billions), Pinball is based on the true sto-
ry of Roger Sharpe, GQ journalist and real-life pinball wizard, 
who in 1976 helped overturn New York City’s 35-year ban on 
the game. This dramatic comedy highlights the pitfalls of 
overregulation, central planning, and bureaucratic inertia 
while celebrating entrepreneurs who took risks to build an 
industry out of nothing during the depths of a depression.

Praise for the film’s charm, quality, and central themes at-
tracted the attention of leading indie film distributor Ver-
tical Entertainment, who acquired the film and released 
it on March 17, 2023, to theatrical audiences and to more 
than 100 million homes on various on-demand streaming 
platforms. 

Written and directed by longtime MPI filmmakers and 
Reason TV producers Austin and Meredith Bragg (The 
Bragg Brothers), Pinball is a case study for what our Ris-
ing Filmmaker Program in collaboration with MPI Origi-
nal Films can accomplish. MPI has been investing in the 
career development of The Bragg Brothers since 2015 
through our Rising Filmmaker Program. And now, thanks 
to MPI’s support, the Braggs have written and directed 
their first narrative feature. Our programs helped the 
Braggs gain the skills and experience they needed to 
write and direct a high-caliber, full-length feature film, 
and MPI Original Films provided the opportunity for them 
to do it. The success of Pinball is an amazing testament 
to the quality of MPI Original Films and the worthy in-
vestment MPI’s Rising Filmmaker Program is making in 
up-and-coming filmmakers.

PINBALL Charms Audiences Worldwide

Meredith Bragg and Roger Sharpe appear on Indianapolis WISH-TV’s  
“Life.Style.Live!” prior to the Heartland Film Festival.

NOW AVAILABLE ON:
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Find out more at PinballFilm.com.

            IF ENOUGH POLITICIANS
             WATCHED PINBALL,  
WE’D HAVE A LOT FEWER  
STUPID LAWS ON THE BOOKS.
Pinball is packed with comedy, drama, a  
very ‘70s message and a completely winning 
romance. It also delivers a subtle-yet-powerful 
message about economic and cultural freedom, 
fighting City Hall, and taking your chances wheth-
er you’re playing a game or living your best life.”   
—NICK GILLESPIE, editor at large, Reason

Miss Virginia, starring three-time Emmy winner Uzo Aduba 
(Mrs. America, Orange Is the New Black), is based on the 
real-life story of Virginia Walden Ford, a struggling single 
mother who is losing her teenaged son to the rough streets 
of Washington, DC. Unwilling to see him drop out and deal 
drugs, she puts him in a private school. But when she can’t 
afford tuition, she launches a movement to change the 
system that is destroying her son and thousands like him. 

Miss Virginia is available to watch in more than 160,000,000 
homes on digital streaming platforms in more than 90 coun-
tries. It is a powerful tool for parent organizations, educa-
tion-reform groups, and community leaders. MPI helps fa-
cilitate screenings each year, many of which are attended 

by the MPI board member Virginia Walden Ford who is the 
subject of the film.

Virginia regularly hears from parents and educators who have 
been inspired by the film. Just recently she received a note 
from a mother in St. Louis, Missouri, who had just seen the 
film for the first time and wrote, “In tears, I want you to know 
that this movie made me sad, angry, happy, and uplifted as 
I watched it. Seeing your story told in this beautiful movie 
gives me the courage to stand up and fight for my children.”

Miss Virginia is just one example of MPI’s success in producing 
compelling content that helps start important conversations 
about what freedom is and why it matters—conversations that 
lead to real change.

MISS VIRGINIA Continues to  
Inspire Audiences to Action

As an advocate for parental involvement in the fight for quality education for our children, it doesn’t 
get any better than this!”  —VIRGINIA WALDEN FORD

MISS VIRGINIA HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN HELPING  
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PARENTS FIND THEIR VOICES.

MPI’s Nick Reid with lead Mike Faist, writers/directors Meredith Bragg and Austin Bragg, Roger  
Sharpe, and MPI’s Lana Link and Rob Pfaltzgraff on the red carpet at the Raindance Film Festival.

MPI’s Rob Pfaltzgraff with Damian Young, Pinball’s 
 “Ben Chikofsky,” at the Hamptons festival.

NOW AVAILABLE ON:

Virginia Walden Ford fields questions  
at a grassroots screening of Miss Virginia.

http://pinballfilm.com
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The MPI Original Series We’re Doing Good had its world 
premiere at the preeminent South by Southwest 
Film Festival (SXSW), where the first episode screened 
amongst projects produced by major production studios 
including HBO and FX. And now it is available to watch at 
WereDoingGoodSeries.com. This laugh-out-loud, five-ep-
isode series stars Emily Pendergast (HBO’s Veep) and 
Jonathan Braylock (Netflix’s Astronomy Club) as a 
young millennial couple that is aspiring to “do good” in 
the world. But despite their best efforts, they fail hu-
morously and spectacularly at every turn often harm-
ing the very causes they are trying to help. We’re Doing 
Good uses comedy to remind audiences that we need 
more than just good intentions. 

We’re Doing Good went on to screen at six other festivals 
including the Oscar-qualifying HollyShorts Film Festival in 
Los Angeles, California, and the Broad Humor Film Festival 
where it won Best Web Series. It also won the Caz Matthews 
Prize and Best Actress at SeriesFest in Denver. The series 
premiered on YouTube in December and has amassed over 
21,000 hours of watch time.

MPI filmmaker Elvira Ibragimova, who was born in Soviet-era 
Uzbekistan and came to America as a political refugee 
when she was just ten years old, wrote and directed We’re 
Doing Good which she developed in an MPI screenwriting 
workshop. The success of We’re Doing Good positioned her  
to be hired as a director by Nickelodeon working on The Fairly 
OddParents!, by Paramount+ for Danger Force, and by ABC 
for Jimmy Kimmel Live! 

WE’RE DOING GOOD Now Available  
After Successful Festival Run

WDG writer/director Elvira Ibragimova fields 
questions at SeriesFest in Denver, Colorado.

South by Southwest Film Festival red carpet—(front) DP Sam Ott,  AD Heather Mingo, 
writer/director Elvira, lead Emily “Nora,” and MPI’s Rob Pfaltzgraff; (back) lead Jonathan  

“Miles,” MPI’s Lana Link and Nick Reid.

Watch the series now at  
WereDoingGoodSeries.com.

              WE’RE DOING GOOD IS 
FOR EVERYONE WHO WANTS  
TO BE A BETTER PERSON,
even if it makes them and everyone around  
them miserable. It’s hilarious and painful  
and true—and watching it will set you free.”   
—ROB LONG, screenwriter and producer of Cheers

Photography: Christopher De La Rosa

http://WereDoingGoodSeries.com
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The MPI Original Film Melons was an official selection 
at 17 notable film festivals this year including three Os-
car-qualifying fests. Starring Brian Huskey (Veep, Bob’s 
Burgers) and Martin Mull (Arrested Development, Rose-
anne), Melons follows a jolly, but meek, grocery store 
manager who learns to stand up for himself after a mis-
understanding brands him as public enemy #1. The short 
highlights the dangers of cancel culture.

Melons had its world premiere at the Oscar-qualifying Cleve-
land International Film Festival. It went on to screen across 
the country at top festivals including the Newport Beach In-
ternational Film Festival, HollyShorts Film Festival, and Indy 

Shorts International Film Festival. It was nominated for Best 
Comedy at the Cordillera festival in Reno, Nevada, which is 
the state’s largest film festival. At the Orlando Film Festival, 
the film won Best Short Film in a field of 150 entries.

Melons was developed in MPI’s Short Film Lab by MPI film-
maker Matt MacDonald. This Lab, consisting of screenwriting 
and directing workshops, offers filmmakers the unparalleled 
opportunity to receive hands-on training and mentoring to 
take their initial film concepts through the process of devel-
oping an outstanding short film script for production—with 
the possibility of MPI acquiring the project to produce as an 
MPI Original Film. 

MELONS’ Comedic Take on Cancel  
Culture Reaches Broad Audiences

Watch now at MelonsFilm.com.

 
“Awesome. Much of this is needed for the  

world to recover a bit of balance.”

“I’m loving the message in this!”

“A masterpiece! It made my day.”

“A dose of what America needs  
right about now.”

Melons was recently released on the popular streaming channel Omeleto. The channel, which has over 3.4 million 
subscribers, is known as the “home for the next generation of great filmmakers” and only features short films that 
have screened at Oscar-qualifying festivals, BAFTA-qualifying festivals, or other similar top-tier film festivals. Here is 
a preview of the reactions we’ve seen online. 

Omeleto

AUDIENCES ARE RAVING ABOUT MELONSBRIAN
HUSKEY

a film by MATT MACDONALD

MARTIN
MULL

http://MelonsFilm.com
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The MPI Original feature-length documentary Project Home: 
3D Printing the Future had its world premiere at the highly 
esteemed Heartland International Film Festival. It was also 
an official selection at the Awareness Festival in Los Ange-
les. The film follows the innovators at New Story, Icon, and 
Habitat for Humanity who are building houses and develop-
ing communities using 3D printing technology. It demon-
strates how community, entrepreneurship, and innovation 
can transform the housing sector offering a new solution to 
an age-old problem. 

We are excited to report that Project Home has been ac-
quired by film distributor 1091 Pictures and will be released 

on streaming platforms in 2023. The acquisition is a testa-
ment to the documentary’s quality and its powerful themes. 
And this is another example of MPI Original Films gaining dis-
tribution on their own merit.

Project Home was directed by longtime MPI filmmaker Lau-
ra Waters Hinson. An award-winning filmmaker and ten-
ure-track professor at American University, Laura’s past 
work includes the MPI-supported documentaries Dog Days 
and Mama Rwanda. She also leads MPI’s Documentary Sto-
rytelling Workshop, which provides filmmakers with training 
and mentoring to educate and inspire them as they develop 
short documentary pitches. 

PROJECT HOME Showcases  
the Power of Innovation

coupled with the power of entrepreneurship can help to solve one of our most intractable 
global issues: adequate housing. It was a privilege to work with a seasoned director like 
Laura Waters Hinson as well as young producers like Davis Huber and Tyler Schiffman to 
help make their vision for the film a reality.”   —KRISTI KENDALL, producer of Project Home

PROJECT HOME ALLOWED US TO DEMONSTRATE  
HOW THE INGENUITY OF HUMAN INNOVATION

Producers Davis Huber and Kristi Kendall, director Laura Waters Hinson, and  
MPI’s Lana Link on the red carpet at the Heartland International Film Festival.
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Director Kelley Kali  
 and Kemba Smith 

Pradia hold the film 
slate for Kemba.

BEHIND THE SCENES
Employing 459 cast and crew members, MPI Original Films 
completed principal photography on the dramatic narrative 
feature Kemba. Based on the true story of Kemba Smith, 
the film follows the journey of a sheltered college student 
who becomes trapped in an abusive relationship with a drug 
dealer. Though she never dealt or handled drugs, in a tragic 
turn of events, Kemba receives an outrageous sentence for 
her boyfriend’s crimes—making her the victim of the gov-

ernment’s overzealous “war on drugs.” Kemba will spot-
light the need for criminal justice and prison reform while 
emphasizing the importance of making healthy choices, 
demonstrating the power of a loving family, and showcasing 
redemption in the face of insurmountable odds. Kemba is 
an MPI and BET Original Film with guaranteed television dis-
tribution on BET and on its streaming platform BET+ to their 
audience of over 88 million households. 

KEMBA

Director Kelley Kali gives instruction to actress Nesta Cooper “Kemba” in a crucial scene.

 MPI producers Lana Link and Rob Pfaltzgraff on the Kemba set with Kemba and Nesta.
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MPI completed principal photography on the forthcoming 
short film A Clean Slate from MPI filmmaker Trần Hoàng 
Calvin. The story follows Shanyeill McCloud’s work with 
Clean Slate Milwaukee, a nonprofit that helps former-
ly incarcerated people expunge their records in order to 
productively re-enter society. This uplifting documentary 
demonstrates how states and localities can serve as lab-
oratories of democracy to bring about bipartisan change. 

A Clean Slate is another example of MPI Original Films 
working synergistically with MPI’s Rising Filmmaker Pro-
gram. The concept was selected and acquired from MPI’s 
Documentary Storytelling Workshop, where filmmakers 
learn directly from accomplished working documentarians 
on how to find the story in their footage, develop charac-
ter, craft compelling story arcs, and strike an honest bal-
ance between story and argument.

A CLEAN SLATE

 Shanyeill McCloud, director of Clean Slate Milwaukee, prepares to be interviewed.

FREEDOM 
HAIR

Employing 372 cast and crew 
members, MPI Original Films 
completed principal photogra-
phy on Freedom Hair. This dra-
matic narrative feature tells the 
true story of Melony Armstrong, 
a mother and entrepreneur who 
decides to start a natural hair 
braiding business to achieve  
financial independence, but to 
do this she must enlist the help 
of our friends at the Institute for 
Justice (IJ) to overcome unex-
pected obstacles imposed by 
a powerful cosmetology cartel 
and the state of Mississippi. This 
film draws attention to how gov-
ernment regulation, red tape, 
and corporate strangleholds 
create barriers that can make 
the American Dream unreach-
able, especially for those most 
vulnerable in our society.

Lead Simona Brown “Melony,” writer/director Dianne Houston, and  
Melony Armstrong (in a cameo role) pause on set for a quick photo.

IJ attorney Dana Berliner, actress Sophia Bush “Dana Berliner”  
and Melony on the set of Freedom Hair.

BEHIND THE SCENES

AC
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exciting to be part of a  
film that will share her  
story to a wide audience.”

— DANA BERLINER, Institute  
for Justice attorney

              IT WAS  
              INSPIRING 
TO SEE MELONY  
IN ACTION AND
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MPI RISING FILMMAKER  
NETWORK HIGHLIGHTS

Tran Hoang Calvin connected with MPI when he was 
in high school and was awarded the 2016 Freedom in 
Film Grant for his WWII-period short film Bizone. He is 
a graduate of the NYU Tisch School of the Arts with a 
BFA in film and television production. Tran is the found-
er and executive of NODEHAUS, a Gen-Z digital media 
agency. His previous production and direction credits 
include CoinDesk’s Rizqi Presents Blockchain, Learn 
Liberty’s Refuge, and the feature documentary An 
American Portrait. Tran recently participated in MPI’s 
Short Film Lab and MPI’s Documentary Storytelling 
Workshop. His short film concept A Clean Slate was ac-
quired from MPI’s Documentary Storytelling Workshop 
and was produced in 2022 with funding and support 
from the MPI production team. The film follows a char-
ismatic woman who runs the Clean Slate Milwaukee ex-
pungement program.

R.J. Daniel Hanna is an award-winning writer, director, 
and editor. His screenplay Shelter Animal, which he 
twice workshopped in an MPI Screenwriting Workshop, 
was selected as one of five winners for the presti-
gious 2021 Academy Nicholl Fellowships. He was given 
the opportunity to direct the MPI Original Miss Virginia, 
which earned him entry into the Directors Guild of 
America. In 2022, Hanna wrapped production directing 
his second feature film Hard Miles starring Matthew 
Modine (Miss Virginia, Stranger Things) and Sean 
Astin (Rudy, The Goonies). 

R.J. DANIEL HANNA

“ My hope is that  
A Clean Slate serves  
as a touchstone for  
understanding the  
deep human cost  
of criminal records  
and will inspire all 
Americans to think 
deeply about how  
we achieve justice 
through balancing  
both punishment  
and redemption.” 

“ Through  
empathy  
and strong  
storytelling,  
we can change  
people’s minds  
by touching  
their hearts.” 

—MPI filmmaker Trần Hoàng Calvin

—MPI filmmaker R.J. Daniel Hanna

MPI’s Rising Filmmaker Program (RFP) is training and building a network of freedom-oriented filmmakers whose work 
will advance our mission well into the future. The program consists of the MPI Hollywood Career Launch Program, MPI’s 
Short Film Lab, MPI’s Documentary Storytelling Workshop, MPI workshops (on screenwriting, directing, and cinematog-
raphy), and MPI masterclasses. MPI’s RFP offers unique opportunities for filmmakers at every stage in their careers and 
introduces them to like-minded future collaborators and industry leaders who can help them succeed in the entertain-
ment industry. 

RISING FILMMAKER PROGRAM BY THE NUMBERS

871
FELLOWSHIPS  

PROVIDED

265
INTERNSHIPS  

GRANTED
(since inception of program in 2006)

TRAN HOANG CALVIN
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“ MPI’s partnership with  
the Academy Gold Rising  
Program placed me in the 
very center of the film  
industry—from panels of 
filmmakers, tours of studios, 
and one-on-one mentorship 
with an industry veteran and 
Academy member. The Gold 
program gave me an inside 
look at the moving pieces  
that come together to make 
the movies and TV we love.”

MPI HOLLYWOOD CAREER  
LAUNCH PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

MPI’s Hollywood Career Launch Program (HCLP) provides film production internships to college students and recent 
graduates, placing them on the sets of MPI Original Films and at major film production houses. MPI’s HCLP hosts semi-
nars to enhance the internship experience, and we sponsor the Academy Gold Rising Program, which provides additional 
mentorship to MPI interns from members of the Academy for Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

A majority of MPI interns go on to full-time industry positions, and after sixteen years of building MPI’s filmmaker net-
work, it now consists of established, on-mission industry professionals at high-profile entertainment companies like 
FOX, Disney, AMC, CAA, and NBC.

Carly Hicks got her start in the entertainment indus-
try through an MPI Hollywood Career Launch Program 
internship at Madison Wells Media in Los Angeles. She 
had the additional benefit of participating in the Acade-
my Gold Rising Program. After graduating college, Carly 
was accepted in the highly-exclusive East Coast Page 
Program at NBC Universal. Carly is now working at the 
Creative Artists Agency, one of the most influential tal-
ent agencies in the world.

Zak Spilo spent this past summer at Skybound Enter-
tainment thanks to an MPI Hollywood Career Launch 
Program internship, where he took an active role in 
the analysis of the company’s strategic business de-
velopment initiatives. He was also a participant in the 
Academy Gold Rising Program. He was subsequently 
hired by the New York City office of AMC Networks as 
an analyst on the strategic finance team, which he 
credits to the experience his MPI internship gave him. 

CARLY HICKS ZAK SPILO

“ MPI’s program placed me  
with Skybound Entertainment 
as a finance intern and in the 
Academy Gold Rising Program. 
Over the course of the summer, 
these experiences took  
my general passion for  
entertainment and married  
it with tangible skills and  
industry knowledge.”

—Carly Hicks

—Zak Spilo
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FINANCIALS
The Moving Picture Institute is governed by an independent board of directors and is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 
MPI relies on the private financial support of the general public—individuals, foundations, corporations, and program 
revenue—for its income and does not accept government funding. 

TEAM
Rob Pfaltzgraff, President & Producer
Nick Reid, Executive Vice President & Producer
Lana Link, Senior Vice President & Producer
Joseph Corey, Director of Philanthropic Investments
Allison Ryan, Director of Communications and Marketing
Tara Gallardy, Director of Production Coordination
Hannah Earl, Director of Talent and Creative Development
Deb Schick, Operations Manager

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stephen Modzelewski, Chairperson
Rob Long, Vice Chairperson
Sarah Atkins
Robert Balzebre
Virginia Walden Ford
Michael J. Friedman
Kristi Kendall
Stacey Parks
Rob Pfaltzgraff

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Frayda Levy, Co-founder
Howard S. Hogan
John E. Kramer
Jeff Yass

CREATIVE COUNCIL
Peter Billingsley
Michael Mandaville
Tanner Mobley
Cecilia deMille Presley 
S. Leigh Savidge

FOUNDER 
Thor Halvorssen

LEADERSHIP

EXPENSES 
$13,936,403*

3% 
Administration

97% 
Programs

2022 ASSETS

ASSETS 
$5,159,778*

*Unaudited totals

375 Greenwich Street 

New York, NY 10013

Phone: 646.926.0674

Email: Info@TheMPI.org 

MOVINGPICTUREINSTITUTE.ORG

REVENUE  
$14,510,425*

19% 
Foundations

30% 
Program
Revenue

51% 
Individuals

http://MOVINGPICTUREINSTITUTE.ORG
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